
Wannon Waterway Action Plan – Stage Two 

Stage Two of the Wannon Waterway Action Plan (WAP2) focuses on 

priority actions for waterways on private and publicly owned land 

along the Wannon River, between Four Posts Reserve and Morgiana, 

and one of its main tributaries, Bryans Creek (above Coleraine). The 

600 km of waterways in this 46,260 hectares contribute directly to the 

ongoing health of the Wannon and Glenelg River.   

The Wannon River has excellent aquatic habitats encompassing 

perennial and ephemeral wetlands and creeks, many of which are 

protected in public reserves. These include the Nigretta and Wannon 

Falls reserves, both of which are key areas for recreation and tourism. 

Land in the WAP2 area is primarily used for agriculture (83%; mostly 

sheep and beef grazing). A further 12% is under forestry, and 5% is 

public land. 

The agricultural land in the WAP2 area has seen a sustained effort in 

erosion control and rehabilitation, and waterway protection over the 

last 50 years. These achievements have been accomplished through 

landholder partnerships with State and Federal government agencies, 

as well as private investors. 

Glenelg Hopkins CMA contacted 107 landholders regarding 

involvement in the WAP, leading to the assessment of 70 properties, 

including 17 forestry blocks. Over 40 landholders worked with CMA 

field staff to assess hundreds of kilometres of waterways on 

agricultural land. Satellite imagery, aerial photos and field inspections 

were used to record waterway management practices and current 

condition. 

 

 

This Summary Report presents a snapshot of the current condition 

and protection status of waterways contributing to the Wannon River.  

Sub-catchments in WAP2 include Bryan Creek (upper and lower), 

Young Creek, Log Hut Creek, Tulloh Creek and Wannon River (see 

map overleaf). 

Key environmental values and threats associated with waterways 

included in the WAP2 include: 

- Waterway condition varied markedly throughout the area 

- Extensive areas of waterway are in good to excellent condition 

due to stock exclusion, revegetation and vigilant pest plant and 

animal control efforts.  The 200 km of protected waterways 

provide valuable aquatic and riparian habitats, including remnant 

vegetation communities 

- Areas of waterway erosion (bed and bank) and un-controlled 

stock access to waterways are also evident, with sedimentation 

and absence of riparian functions observed 

- Many waterways had saline springs, which were often associated 

with erosion and diminished aquatic and riparian habitat 

- Waterways in forestry blocks appear to have benefited from 

reduced grazing pressure but establishment (or re-instatement) 

of protective fencing is critical following blue gum harvest where 

this land will revert to agriculture 

 

 

 

 

- Remnant native vegetation remains highly fragmented in the 

landscape. Waterway and other indigenous revegetation projects 

provide substantial landscape-scale networks or corridors to 

improve habitat value and connectivity 

- Plains Grassy Woodland, Damp Sands Herb-rich Woodland and 

Creek line Grassy Woodland are the predominant Ecological 

Vegetation Communities (EVC) remaining in the study area   

- Native species known to occur within the WAP2 area include a 

total of 431 plant, 28 animal, 13 reptile, 20 fish, 8 amphibian and 

191 birds  

- Agricultural and environmental values remain threatened by pest 

animal populations (rabbits, foxes), although some coordinated 

action was evident. Kangaroo populations also appear very high 

adjacent to forestry areas 

- Agricultural and environmental values are threatened by pest 

plant invasion, including spiny rush, blackberry, gorse and sweet 

briar rose which require coordinated control efforts  

 

 

Bryans Creek north of Coleraine Bryans Creek Gritjurk Bryans Creek at Gritjurk Wannon River Valley below Falls Reserve 



 Wannon Waterway Action Plan – Stage Two 

 
Nigretta Falls 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Future priority actions for maintaining and improving waterway condition include: 

 Continued waterway protection measures to control stock access 

 Strategic and supplementary revegetation using locally indigenous species 

 Coordinated pest plant and animal control 

 Continued financial support for waterway and land management practice change adjacent to wetlands, 

waterways and remnant vegetation 

Thirty five landholders are currently working in partnership with Glenelg Hopkins CMA field staff to 

develop waterway protection or enhancement projects in 2016-17. 

 
Wannon Falls 

For further information contact Sally Cunningham, Glenelg Hopkins CMA. 

Tel: 5571 2526; Mob 0411 314 896; Email s.cunningham@ghcma.vic.gov.au 
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