
Water supports a range of 
values that are important for 
environmental, social and 
economic reasons. The Glenelg 
River and its waters flow through 
particular landscapes which 
are also culturally significant to 
several Traditional Owner groups. 
Environmental water management 
has contributed to improvements 
in the condition of fish and 
vegetation along the Glenelg 
River. Incorporating Aboriginal 
values and knowledge into 
environmental water management 
presents an important opportunity 
for improving both the health 
of people and country. It also 
responds to Traditional Owner 
rights and interests in waterway 
management.

This project provides an opportunity 
for different types of knowledge to be 
brought together and for those involved 
to learn from each other: 

• Traditional Owners involved in the 
project will have the opportunity 
to develop their knowledge and 
capacity to participate in water 
management in SW Victoria

• The project will enable the 
integration of Aboriginal values 
and traditional knowledge into 
environmental water planning and 
delivery

• Documentation of the projects 
process and outcomes will 
contribute to an Aboriginal Water 
Framework for Victoria

• This project is a starting point for 
looking at a longer term cultural 
flows project

Glenelg River Aboriginal Water  
Values Scoping Project

Towards 
Cultural Flows

About the  
project

The significance  
of this project

Glenelg Hopkins CMA (GHCMA), 
Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners 
Aboriginal Corporation (TOAC) and 
Barengi Gadjin Land Council (BGLC) 
have funding to pilot “Towards 
Cultural Flows”, an Aboriginal Water 
Values scoping project. BGLC and 
Gunditj Mirring TOAC are Prescribed 
Body Corporates under the Native 
Title Act 1993 and Registered 
Aboriginal Parties under the 
Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006. 

This project will run between August 
2015 and December 2016 and 
will investigate Traditional Owner 
values and uses for the Glenelg 
River. Traditional Owner interests, 
aspirations, challenges and 
opportunities for water management 
will also be documented, including 
any cultural flow interests for the 
Glenelg River system. 

How will this  
project help?



The project team will work closely with Traditional Owners to look at the 
importance of the Glenelg River. Information will be collected through 
discussions with people, visiting country and using cultural mapping exercises. 
Case studies will be developed to explore two Aboriginal water values for the 
Glenelg River system in more detail. The project team will talk to community 
between November 2015 and June 2016.

Who is the  
Project Team?

The project is a partnership  
between Gunditj Mirring, BGLC  
and GHCMA. The project team 
includes:

•	 GHCMA – Dr Jane Walker, 
Bryce Morden, Ryan Jones

•	 Gunditj	Mirring – Denis Rose, 
Tyson Lovett-Murray, Keicha Day

•	 Barengi	Gadjin – Michael Stewart, 
Brett Harrison

Contacts

For information on the project please contact:

• Dr Jane Walker (GHCMA) on j.walker@ghcma.vic.gov.au or (03) 5571 2526

• Tyson Lovett-Murray (Gunditj Mirring) on Tyson@gunditjmirring.com or  
(03) 5527 1427

• Brett Harrison (BGLC) on bretth@bglc.com.au or (03) 5381 0977

Funding

Funding for this project has been provided through Victorian Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) and GHCMA.

Talking to community

How will this information be used?

The information from this project will be detailed in a report for the community, 
GHCMA and DELWP. Information will also be incorporated in environmental 
water planning and delivery through GHCMA. Knowledge sharing events will be 
held with community and presentations will be given by the project team on the 
results of the project.


